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\THE CHILD IN THE CITY: A RESEARCH AGENDA*

IANTHONY J. FILIPOVITCH. Urban & Regional Studies Institute
| Mankato State University
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RS L R, N A ; Children are an important part of urban life. 4lthough the birthrate
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iv dedlining, there are snll a large number of children living in cities. But
we have devoted hittle effort to designing our cities to take children’s needs

imio account. This paper presents o four-part research agenda. This
G diee or home

agenda would provide the sort of information that decistonmakers need (o
Create urban environments that fosier the growth of children.
“lmipacted

Heing Serviees

We have just completed the International Year of the Child. It was supposed
1o be a time for rencwing our resolve to make this a better world in which children
could grow. But our national agenda s dominated by concern for gconomic
stability and mulitary strength At the focal fevel. city managers and planners aire
Ibeing warned that they should prepare for getting by on less. and prepare Lo
provide tor the needs of a greving sociely. The International Year of the Child
leems 1o have had lutle effect an the prionties of Americans.

THE NEED

Nonetheless. planning to meet the needs of children is important for urban
Wvo:n%:&rﬁ/ While the birthrate has declined in this century from 32.31n 1900 to
alow of 14.% in 1975, the number of births has increased from 2.7 million to 31
million in that same time (Figure 1 The increase in the number of children (ages
:0:14) has been even more dramati, going from 26,1 miilion in 1900 o 49.3
million in 1975 (Figure 2). While there has been a decline in the number of births
from 1960 to 1975 (from a high of 4.2 million to a low of 3.1 million), the 1978
sstimates indicate that the trend may be reversing. In other words, even though
there is a decline in the birthrate, children continue to be a sizable portion of the
population and a group whose numbers continue to swell. While each woman
may be bearing fewer children, there are more women of child-bearing age.

Besides considering the number of children, policymakers must also pay
attention to the distribution of children in urban space. Houschold size has been
declining. from an average of 4.7 people per household in 1900 to 2.8 in 1978.
'Along with this decline. the average number of children per household has
Wano::ma from 1.6 in 1900 to 0.6 in 1978 (Figure 3). But children are not evenly
distributed among all the households in a city. For an increasing number, smaller
household size occurs because there is one less adult (i.e, single-parent
households) rather than fewer children. And many households have no children
(e.g., the elderly, some professional people) or fewer children. Even though
i families may have fewer children, providing the best possible environment for
those children is often a crucial factor when the adults decide where to live. When
a city is trying to attract new businesses, the desirability of the residential
environment is often as important as the economic climate of the area. As the
'built environment increasingly becomes the product of deliberate choice and
. design, failure to consider the needs of children becomes all the more critical since
there will be fewer unplanned (*informal™) places left for the children to claim.
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