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Putnam’s argument on sprawl:

1. The need to drive to most places takes time that could be used for civic purposes.
2. Sprawl leads to increased social homogeneity in communities, by class and race, which appears to result in reduced civic participation.

3. Sprawl leads to the physical fragmentation of communities and our daily lives, which undercuts involvement in local affairs.

Experimental Study
Experimental study can be done by a random sampling of who purchases or moves to homes outside the city.  Determine them by their race, income class and where their employment is located.  You can create a survey for people within the city and in suburban communities.  This way you can compare the two.  It can examine how many people know their neighbors or people in their neighborhood (in their subdivision or block).  You can ask how long they take to commute to work and back, how much time they spend with their families after work and how much time with their friends or neighbors.  You could ask if they spend time with other activities outside of work (social groups, sports teams, clubs, etc.).
By examining both residence within the city and residence in suburban neighborhoods, you can compare if there is a big difference to determine if sprawl is requiring people to drive more, forcing them to lose time with civic activities, separation of social class and race and loss of local affairs.  If suburban residence are experiencing these losses than Putnam’s argument on sprawl is correct.  
Quasi-Experimental Study

Pretest/Posttest:
This quasi-experimental study would take time and money.  This design would consist of another survey type questionnaire.  The surveys would be distributed to home buys or movers from the city to suburban neighborhoods.  It would require apartment managers and/or mortgage companies to ask the citizens to take the surveys when they move from the home in the city to suburban neighborhoods.   They would also be asked if they would take another survey within a year or two with similar questions.  With the citizens’ permission, the mortgage company or apartment manager would provide their mailing address to have the surveys mailed to them within a year or two.  
Correlational/Observational

Most theories originate from utilizing correlation and observation.  Most of my beliefs are based on observations and actually truth is developed by other studies that are conducted after time.  In which case, I find myself correct a lot. (  Correlation analysis could be used in Putnam’s argument.  His first argument correlates more driving being done with urban sprawl, which typically could mean loss of free time or doing something else.  This free time could be correlated to spending time at happy hour with friends, doing errands, grocery shopping or visiting with your family.  
His second argument indicates that sprawl brings people of similar backgrounds to the same area.  This could either be correlated or observed.  Developers and cities tend to develop similar types of houses in one area, which brings those types of families/individuals to the neighborhood.  Most of the houses are with the same prices, the houses have similar amenities (such as having all the bedrooms on the same floor, which brings families with children to the same area), a park with playground equipment or with gardens, etc.  With these types of housing and similar families brings a certain type of service that is provided in the neighborhood.  Business types such as groceries (Cub Foods, Spanish market), clothing (youth or elderly clothing), etc.  Some areas need to provide public transportation or walk/bike paths.  Different ethnic backgrounds do tend to stay nearby the services they need and the families that have similar backgrounds.     
The third argument could be studied through the communities in the suburban areas.  The suburban residence could be observed as not being aware of their community.   There could be studies that show that suburban residence do not participate in local government (joining the commission or going to council meetings), or they do not read their local papers to be up to date on events that are happening in their communities.  Other observations could argue the point by finding residence in one community know more about another city than the one they live in.  For example, a resident who lives in Apple Valley know more about issues in Bloomington and nothing about the issues in Apple Valley.
