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Multiple Perspectives Learning Activity
Standards:

The standards addressed for this lesson plan is number two; time, continuity, and change.  The performance expectations are B, C, and E. 

Results/Expected Outcomes:

The students will understand different viewpoints from the British side and the American side.  Students will compare issues from the past to current issues that we have today.  The students will understand the reasons why the colonists rebelled and why the Revolutionary War began.

Curriculum:

This lesson plan fits into a high school American history course and can also fit into a Political Science course in a high school setting. 

Instruction: 

We will first lecture for about twenty to twenty five minutes to give the students an idea about what problems were faced before the American Revolution and why the colonists rebelled.  

After the French and Indian War:

· British gov’t needed money to pay for the war.

· Prime minister George Greenville decided that the American colonies were a good place to find money

· Before the war, parliament never taxed the colonies and left them mainly alone. 

Sugar and Currency Act (1764)

· Currency act outlawed colonies from printing their own money. It caused a depression in the colonies.

· Sugar act was first attempt to raise revenue on colonists’ imports and increase the number of goods colonists had to buy from England (Goldfield, 116). 
Stamp Act (1765)

· First internal tax

· Taxed colonies for various papers, such as legal documents, newspapers, playing cards, etc. 

· Raised the question on whether or not parliament had the right to impose direct taxes on Americans when Americans had no elected representatives in Parliament. “No taxation without representation” slogan. 

· If the colonists violated this act, they could be tried in court (Goldfield, 117).  

Taxation:

· This became the main tension between the colonists and Britian

· There was no written British constitution that would help the colonies fight the taxes and say that they were not legal (Goldfield, 117). 
Non-Importation Movement (1764): 

· Colonist tried to put economic pressure on Britain by refusing to buy its exports to the colonies (Goldfield, 117). 
Response to Stamp Act

· Sons of Liberty: Loose organized protest to pout pressure on stamp distributors and British authorities.

· Stamp Act Congress (1765): meeting of delegates sent by nine colonies and adopted the Declaration of Rights and Grievances.

· Declaration of Rights and Grievances stated that the Stamp Act and other taxes imposed on the colonies without their consent were unconstitutional (Goldfield, 118).  

Declatory Act (1766)

· Loosing money due to the Stamp Act. 

· Parliament repealed the Stamp Act, but still claimed they had the right to tax the colonists (Goldfield, 119) 

Townshed Duty Acts (1767)

· Parliament believed that the colonists were willing to accept external taxes but not direct internal tax.

· Tax on items bought from Britain. 

· Daughters of Liberty: response against Townshed Duty Acts and tried to make their own products to reduce the dependence on British made goods.

· 1770 it was repealed except for the tax on tea.

·  Tax on tea was to show that Parliament could still tax the colonies (Goldfield, 121). 
Boston Massacre (March 5, 1770)

· Boston civilians were taunting British soldiers and soon became a mob and started throwing things at the British soldiers due to all the tension.  A shoot was fired by a British soldier and five civilians died. 

· Committees of Correspondence were formed after the massacre in order to keep Americans informed about British measures that would affect them (Goldfield, 123).  

Tea Act (1773)

· East India trading company was going broke, so to get the colonies to buy tea again, they made it cheaper than the Dutch tea. But they still left the tax on it. 

· Boston Tea party occurred because of it (Goldfield, 124). 
Boston Tea Party (Dec. 6 1773)

· Dartmithship landed in the Boston Harbor to unload the tea.

· Sons of Liberty held a meeting and during the meeting Samuel Adams gave the cue and warwhops were heard outside.  Men were dressed in Indian outfits, boarded the Dartmithship and unloaded all the tea into the harbor (Goldfield, 124).  

Coercive Acts (Intolerable Acts) (1774)

· Boston Port Acts – Parliament closed Boston harbor until damages were repaid.

· Quartering Act – gives the army the right to stay in private homes and buildings. 

· Massachusetts Governing Act- town meetings banned, right to free public assembly banned.

· Justice Act- any official who kills a colonists is tried back in England to be acquitted (Goldfield, 124). 
First Continental Congress

· This was a meeting called in response to the Coercive Acts

· Created the Suffolk Resolve: stated that the Coercive Acts were unconstitutional and colonists needed to protect themselves.

· Created Committee of Safety in which they began to stockpile weapons and organizing militia volunteers: Minute men who were ready at a minutes notice (Goldfield, 125). 
Battles of Lexington and Concord

· British tried to attack the cities of Lexington and Concord but the minute men informed the men of the plans before the British could attack (Goldfield, 136).  

· Created the Olive Branch petition which asked the King to protect his American subjects from military actions.  This was denied by the King. 

· July 4, 1776: the Second Continental Congress declared Independence from Britain and created the Contract Theory of Government which is the belief that gov. is established by human beings to protect certain rights like life, liberty, and property (Greenberg, 30). 
After the lecture, the students will do a role play activity in order to help the them better understand why the colonists rebelled and to place them in the colonists’ shoes.  The role play activity will be as follows: 

Instructions:


The classroom will be divided in two groups. 

Group 1:

· President of MSU Mankato, and the board 

· Create a reason for increasing tuition at MSU (For example: an increase in tuition for the use of school computers.)

· Come up with a justification for the increase in tuition.

· Method of gaining support from students for the increase. 

· What action would you take if the students protested?

Group 2:

· Play the role of the students enrolled in the college.

· Create a reason why you’re for or against the tuition increase.

· Create a form of protest for or against the increase.

· What action would you take if the protest failed?

Discussion Questions: 
The discussion questions the students will be asked will involve the questions on the role play activity.  The questions the students will be asked to answer will be the following: 

· Pretend the students are the President of MSU Mankato, and the board 

· Create a reason for increasing tuition at MSU (For example: an increase in tuition for the use of school computers.)

· Come up with a justification for the increase in tuition.

· Method of gaining support from students for the increase. 

· What action would you take if the students protested?

· Play the role of the students enrolled in the college.

· Create a reason why you’re for or against the tuition increase.

· Create a form of protest for or against the increase.

· What action would you take if the protest failed?

Then after the role play activity we will have a discussion over what the students felt and understood.  The following questions we will ask will be as follows:

· How each side felt about the issues they were presenting on. 
· Did you expect the results you did or did not get?

· How was your group affected by the issues?

· How did Group two feel when they were placed in a position where their rights were not heard?
· Compare this role play activity to how the colonists might have felt.

Evaluation:

The students will be evaluated through the role play activity and the contributions each student makes to the group effort which will consist of a skit/debate and worth 5 volunteer points per student.  The students will also be evaluated by a five question quiz worth ten points.
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